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had acquired power by extortion and highway robbery. On
hearing of his march, they all offered submission. Nizamu'l-
Mulk was busy restoring peace and order and chastising
rebels in the neighbourhood of Talikota when he received
the news of Muhammad Amin Khan's death at Delhi,

Nizamu'1-Mulk wrote the following letter to Sa'du'd-din
Khan (Officer-in-Charge of the Imperial household) putting
forward his claim to the vizierate:

During the Subedari of Malwa, we had the privilege of
receiving several personal notes from the Emperor desiring
us to engage ourselves to exterminate the malign and
the rebellious enemy. The Emperor promised us several
times that if we succeeded in this task, the vizierate
would be conferred on us and to this effect he already
issued a firman in his own handwriting. Praise be to God,
in accordance with his auspicious wishes we devoted our
life and our property to the Emperor's cause and sacrificed
the comforts of home to achieve our object. We undertook
the most hazardous transactions when nobody was coining
forward to offer his services or even to help us in any way.
Trusting the Divine Will, whose aid is begged, we prepared
for action. The enemy outnumbered our forces and pos-
sessed a larger number of guns to cannonade, but our
men gave evidence of extreme courage and prowess in
the various battles in which they were from time to time
engaged. By the grace of God and the prestige of the
Emperor we invariably won successes over the enemy. The
adversity and the hardships we willingly underwent are
beyond human endurance. Battles and their exertions have
lost all terror for us now. The forces of the enemy have
been scattered in various directions like the constellation of
the Bear (banat-un-n'ash) and disunion is rife among them.
Meanwhile, Husain 'All Khan (Amlru'l-Umara) was mur-
dered at the instigation of Ftimadu'd-Daulah (Muhammad
Amin Khan) and Qutbu'1-Mulk was left helpless like a
bird that has lost its feathers, to be enmeshed in the net.
Thus the entire domain was cleared of the ill-wishers of
the State. Our intrepidity and sacrifice should bear fruit.
We are justly entitled to the vizierate which has not only